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McKenzie First United Methodist Church exists to worship God and

enable open-minded people to discover the freedom of God's grace through Jesus Christ.

February 24, 2010

A View from the Pew

We buried Mom last week. It was the
first funeral I ever conducted. I did not
volunteer for the job, but Mom and Dad had
talked it over a few weeks earlier and they both
wanted me to do it. How could I refuse?

I spent many hours studying Scriptures
related to death and comfort and the
resurrection. I asked many friends to pray for
wisdom and strength for me to be both son and
pastor to Dad. Every time I read the words of
committal to be used beside the grave, the
tears would come again. How was I going to
make it through the funeral standing beside
Mom's casket?

When we were told that Mom did not
have much longer to live, Dad and I went to the
funeral home to take care of the “pre-planning.”
While we were waiting to speak with the funeral
director, Dad got the call that Mom just died. I
was grateful to be there with him. We took care
of the things that must be done and returned to
the nursing home where Mom’s body still lay.

It was a cold, gray day, which seemed
fitting if you have to bury your mother. By the
grace of God and the presence and prayers of
friends and family, I was making it through the
service. Dad, his three sisters and a brother-in-
law, and Audrey and our son David were all
sitting in front of me. Dad’s grief was almost
more than I could bear to watch. Halfway
through the service, the song, “It is well with
my soul” was played. As I was listening, I heard
someone singing. It was Dad. He was soon
joined by his sisters and brother-in-law and
Audrey and David. The service ended with “How
Great Thou Art,” and the same thing happened
again. The voices were not loud, but they were
beautiful and filled with faith and love.

Looking at the casket which contained
the body of his much-loved wife of almost 63
years, Dad was able to declare that God was
great indeed. As he walked through the valley
of the shadow of death, all was still well with his
soul.

I have heard that faith is more caught
than taught.

Listen to your father, who gave you life,
and don't despise your mother when she is old.
— Proverbs 23:22

Thanks, Mom and Dad.

Fred

Senior Adult Luncheon

There will be a catered Iluncheon
following the morning worship on Sunday,
March 28 for the seniors (not the high school
kind). It will be a time to ask questions and offer
suggestions on how our church can best meet
your needs and how you can be involved in
ministry. We very much need your participation.

What happens at this meeting will help
shape our church’s work with seniors in the
years to come. We need a definite head count
for the caterer, so please call the office to RSVP
or sign up on the bulletin board outside the
office hallway door as soon as possible.

Let's go bowling!

This Friday, February 26" — Paris Bowling
Center. We will leave the church at 5:30 p.m.
and return around 8:30 p.m. The cost of $6.00
covers two games and shoe rental. Bring extra
spending money if you want to eat or play in the
game room. Everybody is invited!!
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Memphis Conference Reporter

It is subscription renewal time for the
twice monthly conference newspaper. If you've
never read it, you don't know what you’re
missing. Not only does it contain articles about
what is happening in our conference churches,
but also with Methodism world-wide.

Subscriptions begin June 1, 2010 and
expire May 31, 2011 for the bargain price of just
$20.00. The Memphis Conference Reporter is
self-supporting. No apportionment dollars
underwrite the budget. Subscription forms are
available in the church office. The deadline is
March 31.

Opportunities still available

We are still looking for photographers as well as
someone for bulletin board updating. Could it
be you?

Wedding Bells

Proud parents John & Susan D’Adamio and
proud grandmother Ina Faye Hall are excited to
share the news that their son and grandson,
Jake Smith, will marry Leigh Buck on May 29".




| Please pray for . . . sandi & Kim
| McMahen; Zia Locke; Sue & Jerry Dorris; Lynn
Dorris; Don & Anita Heath; Thomas & Luceil
Brummitt; Margaret Guzdzial; Tommy Ellis; Sam
| Featherstone; Ryan Bennett; Brandy Turman; J. W.
Sterling;, Mildred Bunnell; McKenzie Fire Dept.’
Shelly Dillon; Patience with our children; Health &
happiness; Ed Dillon; Bill Dillon; Mark Dillon; Mary
Jane Sexton Brewer; Vickie Foster; Families and
members of the 278" ACR; Unspoken; Stan Black;
Geneva Johnson; Felicia Mesavage; The world; Alice
Curnutt; Angela Ezell; Dooney Carroll; Mary Karas;
Traci Jackson; Dara Adkins; Trent Johnson; Jacob
Pinson; Ben Dillon; Bonnie Dillon; Charles Hodge;
Rachel Pruiett; Grady Jonathan Stanfil; Bob &
Marilynn Putman; Jo Newton; Anna Weatherford;
David “Perk” and Betsy Kee Perkins; Mary Kee;
Shirley Martin; Lucy Hickman; Jacob, Leah, & Emma
Partridge; Soldiers & family members of 194"
ENBDE; Ernestine Branon; Joyce McBride; Syhbil
King; Carolyn Burke; Mary Lou & Bill Boothe; Mary
Frances & Don David; Ruth Moncrief, Raymond &
Jessie McDade; Lola Alexander; Jean A. Melton;
Margaret & Jim Purcell; Ina Faye Hall & family;
Muriel Johnson; Mary Jo Vaughn; Ray & Brenda
Berryman; Our troops overseas and at home.

Memorials February 21, 2010

In Memory of Juanita Gunter
Mildred Colotta

Kent & Charlene Jones
Marvin & Judy Williams
Bob & Patsy Petts

Hoot & Joan Gibson

In Memory of Betty Simmons

Kent & Charlene Jones

In Memory of Lola Sistler
Al & Meredith Lampley

Kent & Charlene Jones

Communion
Communion

Communion
MOW

Choir

The next week at our church

Sunday, February 28
Sunglasses Sunday
8:30 a.m. UMM meeting
9:45 a.m. Sunday School Class
10:50 a.m. Worship Service
5:00 p.m. First Place 4 Health
6:00 p.m. Peals of Praise Handbell rehearsal

Wednesday, March 3
5:30 p.m. Fellowship meal
menu: Pizza, salad, dessert
6:00 p.m. FLOW classes for all ages
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Practice

VOLUNTEERS FOR THE WEEK
ACOLYTES - Larson King, Emily Bolin

LITURGIST - Sylvia Hickman
NURSERY - Diane Stafford, Malissa Anderson
GREETERS — Tim & Debbie Broadbent

USHERS - Richard Chappell; chairperson,
Brad Chappell, Steve Russell, Lee Russell

Feb. 27 Meals on Wheels Angels

Cook: Fred & Audrey Sistler

Delivery: Jodie, John & Jake Johnson
Jill Holland & Harris Laughrey

March 3 FLOW Kitchen Angels
Diane Stafford, Bill & Margaret Stoner, Betsy
Campbell, Susan D’Adamio, Joan & Hoot Gibson,
Clark Brown, Joe & Elaine Williams

February United Neighbors needed items:
Peanut butter; plastic sacks

Boredom is the Fccling that cvcrgthing i1s a waste
of time; serenity, that notl‘ving is.

~T homas Szasz~

: We’re Collecting . . .

Aluminum can tab tops — Kiwanis K-Kids for
i the Ronald McDonald House in Memphis
Sunglasses and eyeglasses — Project 20/20

Peanut butter and plastic bags — McKenzie
: United Neighbors requested Feb. items

All of these items have a basket in the church
: lobby. It just takes a little from each one of us to :
: make a big difference when we add it together. :

The next Mountain Mission pick-up date is
Tuesday, March 9. Please hold your donations
at home until Sunday, March 7, as we have no
storage space here at the church.

V.B. S.

Vacation Bible School is just a few short
months away — July 11™ through 15™. Jennifer
Pinson is our VBS Director this year, and she is
already looking for volunteers to fill a whole
bunch of job slots. Please talk to Jennifer about
what you can do to help make this year's VBS
the best ever.

i The Lord Is My Shepherd:

i A Sunday School teacher decided to have her
, young class memorize one of the most quoted ,
| passages in the Bible; Psalm 23. She gave the |
1 youngsters a month to learn the chapter. Little
| Rick was excited about the task - - but, he just |
icouldn’t remember the Psalm. After muchi
, practice, he could barely get past the first line. ,
| On the day that the kids were scheduled to recite |
1 Psalm 23 in front of the congregation, Ricky was 1
! so nervous. When it was his turn, he stepped up !

| to the microphone and said proudly, “The Lord |
i1s my Shepherd, and that’s all I need to know.” |

FUMC Staff

J. Larry Riley, pastor

John Pugh, Pastor Emeritus

Fred Sistler, Director of Ministries

Charlene Jones, Director of Music

Sandra McMahen, Organist, Handbell Director

Donna Bruce & Gina King, C & Y Directors
|| Kathy Patterson, Administrative Assistant

THANKS CORNER . .

Members and Ladies of First U.M.C.,

The family of Juanita Gunter thank you
for the food you prepared and brought to the
funeral home. Your acts of kindness are most
appreciated.

Ralph & Dene and
the Gunter family




